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The recent lecture delivered by Joliot-Curie on the cecasion of 
the fiftieth anniversary of the discovery of radioactivity 
produced a general impression of maleise. Jollot launched into 
an anti-American argument, violently criticizing the Bikini 
experiments which were aimed, he said, at terrorizing the world 
by demonstrating that America was the strongest nation. This 
incursion into an extra-scientific field was severely commented upon 
by several personalities in the audience. It was thought that 
Joliot-Curie had thus clearly demonstrated his ideological ties 
with the Soviets, and the fact that the High Commissioner of 
Atomic Energy has stepped out .ef his role is causing a certain 
anxiety. Military circles, which were represented by the leaders 
of the Ecole Polytechnique were particularly shocked by JolLotis 
remarks. Broadly speaking, a certein hostility against Joliot 
and his entourage has become more apparent in scientific miLieux 
and all the more openly since the recent progress of anti- 
Communism. The Jolioet-Langevin clan, so powerful in the past, has 
today lost much of its influence, particularly with the Academie 
des Sciences. In the event of the Commmists being excluded from 
the new government, measures would shortly be taken to replace 
JOliot and part of his team. 


Irene Curle is undoubtedly more dynamic politically than her 
husband. She has remained faithful to the ideas of her mother 

who was a nihilist when she came to France, and very soon 
polarized around herself scientists of the extreme-left such as 
Professors Langevin and Jean Perrin, Rumor has it that Irene 
Curie Is, in fact, the daughter of Jean Perrin, Irene Curiats 
marriage to Frederic Jollot was arranged by Perrin, and she has 
been a member of the Communist Party for a very long time. Perrin 
is partly responsible for Joliot'sa successful career, For instance, 
ferrints extreme attachment to the Curies prompted him to request, 
while he was a member of the Nobel Committee, the Nobel Prize for 
Jollot for his discovery of artificial radioactivity. Joliot dia 
get the prize but had to share it with Chadwick who had discovered 
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the "neutron". This division irritated Perrin immensely but 
Joliot was launched, and his wifets political connections 
gave him a free and well-orchestrated publicity from the 
_Gommnists. Irene Joliot-Curie is a fanatic. According to 
Godorovsky, who is on the steff of Polytechnique, and who 
worked before the war in Joliot's laboratories, if one measures 
Joliot's scientific value at one hundred, Irene Curie can be 
given one. but this inforlority 1s largely compensated by 
other qualities. She is in charge of recruiting all personnel 
and organizes the various services. She is the one who pushed 
Jollot into the Commmist Party. She has an enormous influence 
on her husband. Several times Irene Curie has refused to hire 
research workers or students in her laboratories on the 
pretext that they did not offer sufficient political Guarantees, 
A girl student was told openly that sho could not be used since 
she was not a momber of the Communist Party. 
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